NEWGATE CALENDAR
He gave the boy sixpence and a glass or two of wine,
and bade him be sure to come to him at the same place
about seven the next night, and he would take him upon
trial, and  according as he found him tractable, diligent
and acute in his business he would take him apprentice.
The boy, overjoyed at this good fortune (as he unhappily
thought it), took his leave, and, according to order, was next
night at the Dog Tavern punctually at the hour appointed,
where his master, Constantine, was ready to go with him
upon a trial of skill;  which was this.    Constantine having
stolen a silver tankard, about three months before, out of
an ale-house in Cheap side, had, nevertheless, been there in
disguise several times after; and observing much plate still
in use about the house told the boy the story going along
the street, and promised him that if he could carry off another
clean, and bring it to him at a certain house in Whitechapel,
he would certainly take him apprentice, and make a man
of him when he was out of his apprenticeship, at the same
time intimating to him that the house was just before him,
where he was going to drink.
The boy took his story right, but just as his master was
come to the house, pulling him by the sleeve, quoth he:
" Mester, Mester, can yow ran well? " " Yes," replied his
master, " as well as most men in England; I have often outran
hundreds together before now." " Weel then," said the boy,
" if you can ran well, ne'er fear but we'll hove a tonkad."
Into the house Constantine goes first, calling for a room.
The boy followed him to the bar, as his servant, and with
a loud voice asked the man of the house if he did not
lose a silver tankard about three months ago. " Yes,"
replied he. Constantine, overhearing this, took as fast as
he could to his heels, the boy at the same time crying out:
" That was the man that stole it." Upon which the victualler
and the servants ran presently out in pursuit of him, but to
no purpose, for he was out of sight in an instant, and in
the meantime the boy took another silver tankard out of the
bar> and got safely to the place appointed by his master;
who no sooner saw him but he fell a-cursing and damning,